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'Freshmen’ reps start work today
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After being sworn in, new state legislators begin representing their districts — and some wait to get out of 'the bullpen’
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BOSTON — It’s the day when everyone shakes their hand, wishes them Legislature

good luck and snaps their photo. For one day, the spotlight is on the new
guys on Beacon Hill.

That day was Wednesday. Now, having been sworn in, the “freshmen” find
themselves on the bottom rung of the State House power ladder.

Sen. John Keenan, D-Quincy, is one of just three freshmen in the Senate.

But the House welcomed 39 new lawmakers into its ranks Wednesday. Six of
them from South Shore communities: Rep. Tackey Chan, D-Quincy; Rep.
Mark Cusack, D-Braintree; Rep. Rhonda Nyman, D-Hanover; Rep. Geoff
Greg Purchase this photo Diehl, R-Whitman; Rep. Angelo D'Emilia, R-Bridgewater; and Rep.

Derr/The Patriot Ledger Shaunna O'Connell, R-Taunton.

That's a big freshman class compared with the last session, when the South

New Rep. Geoffrey Diehl of Braintree shows the ) . .
Shore had just one new House member, and 2007, when it had just two.

house chamber to wife KathyJo and daughters

Kaylee, 9, and Emily, 4, at the State House, Today is the first real day on the job for the freshmen.

Wednesday January 5, 2011. Inauguration of the

House and Senate at the State House, Wednesday Lawmakers have only three weeks to get their priorities in order. Jan. 21 is
January 5, 2011. Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger the deadline for filing bills for consideration during the two-year legislative
2011 NEWS photo session that just began.

Keenan, one of just 40 senators, is working out of his predecessor’s
spacious, multi-room office and hoping he gets to keep it. He succeeded
Michael Morrissey of Quincy, who did not seek re-election last year and was
sworn in Wednesday evening as Norfolk County district attorney.

In the House, new lawmakers don’t have offices. They may be office-less for
a few months — until the speaker’s office has given the House’s 160
members their committee assignments.

For now, freshman representatives and the one staff member that each of
them has are crammed into two windowless, basement-level hearing rooms
called “the bullpen.” With 39 pairs of people and 39 separate phone lines,
the rooms resemble a telemarketing office.

Related Galleries

(@ Inauguration day at the State House For some, it's an unglamorous turn. They find themselves in a space inferior

to their campaign offices. Others take pride in going through a legislative
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right-of-passage.

“All 40 of us are shoved in a room together,” said state Rep. Mark Cusack,
D-Braintree. “It's nothing glorious, but we're up here to do the work of the
people, and that’s what we’re focused on.”

Rep. Geoff Diehl, R-Whitman, said working elbow-to-elbow doesn’t bother
him, either.

“I'm not even concerned about the office, to be honest with you,” Diehl said.
“I just need the desk, the computer and the access to file bills.”

Before they took their oaths of office Wednesday, most of the new
lawmakers were already getting calls for help from constituents. And some,
like Cusack, have yet to hire a staffer to help.

Cusack is still looking over résumés to find the right person to be his
legislative aide.

“l had to get my feet wet before | could worry about someone else,” he said.

Cusack, 26, knows what he’s looking for because he once interned at the State House. He also knows where he should focus his
attention.

“I'm realistic about being a freshman rep,” Cusack said. “I'm not going to be on the floor of the House passing major pieces of
legislation. Where | can focus and where | want to focus is being responsive to the people.”

Cusack’s freshman colleague from Quincy, Tackey Chan, also has several years as a legislative aide behind him. He worked for
Morrissey during Morrissey’s tenure as a senator.

“You get thrown into the fire immediately,” Chan said. “I already got a few calls for constituent issues already, so that didn’t take
long.”

When he stopped by his desk in “the bullpen” after being sworn in, Chan already had some papers on his chair.
“It didn’t take them a lot of time to drop off mail,” he said, chuckling.

Nancy Reardon Stewart may be reached at nstewart@ledger.com.

READ MORE about this issue.

Comments (0)

Login or register to post a comment:

Login

Username:l |

Password:l |

& Forgot password

Register

Email: | |

First Name: | |

Last Name: | |

| agree to the terms of use

| am over 13 years of age[d

NOTE: Your inbox must accept emails from "no-
reply@gatehousemedia.com"

http://www.patriotledger.com/features/x922113588/Freshmen-reps-start-work-today?img=5[1/6/2011 10:50:31 PM]



mailto:nstewart@ledger.com
http://www.patriotledger.com/search?submit.x=21&submit.y=15&submit=Search&q=LATEST+NEWS&form_action=on
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use
http://www.patriotledger.com/features/x922113588/Freshmen-reps-start-work-today#
http://www.patriotledger.com/features/x922113588/Freshmen-reps-start-work-today#
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use

Site Services

* Subscribe

« E-Edition

¢ Ads

* News alerts

* Today's front page

« About the Ledger

« Share your news, photos
and calendar items with us

¢ Find Your Town

Market Place

« Classifieds

« Jobs

 Cars

* Homes

» Coupons

« Patriot Ledger Business

Directory

Contact us | Privacy Policy | Terms of Service |

The Patriot Ledger | 400 Cr

'Freshmen' reps start work today - Quincy, MA - The Patriot Ledger

More useful links
* The Enterprise
* Wicked Local

« Fore River Bridge and traffic

reports

« Wikipetrolia (Cheap Gas)
e Local TV listings

* How to increase the type

size on our site

n Colony Drive, P.O. 699159, Quincy MA 02269-9159

Copyright © 2006-2011 GateHouse Media, Inc. Some Rights Reserved.

Communities

» Our coverage area

¢ The Answer Book

« Find your town's news
» Wicked Local Hull

« Wicked Local Milton

» Wicked Local Quincy

* Tide chart

Original content available for non-commercial use under a Creative Commons license, except where noted.

SEO by elLocallListing | Advertiser profiles | Cherrp Local | Real Estate | Find your Wi

http://www.patriotledger.com/features/x922113588/Freshmen-reps-start-work-today?img=5[1/6/2011 10:50:31 PM]

Sports

* High School

* Pros

« Columnists

* AP Sports Top Stories
* Boston sports video

* U-Pickem' Pro Football

Challenge

Lifestyle

* WoMYnZONE

« Celebrations

* Health

* Movies

« Dining

* Weekend updates




http://buy.mypapertoday.com/page11.html
http://quincypatriotledger.ma.newsmemory.com/
http://patriotledger.shopping.wickedlocal.com/ROP/Advertisers.aspx
http://media.wickedlocal.com/patriotledger/promo/newsletter.htm
http://www.patriotledger.com/homepage/x844644826/Check-out-todays-front-page
http://www.patriotledger.com/homepage/x96462721
http://www.patriotledger.com/archive/x576525315/Share-your-news-and-photos-with-us
http://www.patriotledger.com/archive/x576525315/Share-your-news-and-photos-with-us
http://www.patriotledger.com/findyourtown
http://search.wickedlocal.com/sp?keywords=&p=sb_merch_search&search=classifieds
http://wickedlocaljobs.com/
http://wickedlocalwheels.com/
http://www.wickedlocalhomes.com/
http://www.patriotledger.com/coupons
http://businesses.wickedlocal.com/MA-Quincy
http://businesses.wickedlocal.com/MA-Quincy
http://www.enterprisenews.com/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/
http://www.patriotledger.com/archive/x1909892907
http://www.patriotledger.com/archive/x1909892907
http://tinyurl.com/wikipetrolia
http://www.patriotledger.com/archive/x955242138/Local-TV-listings
http://www.www.patriotledger/news/x2122716179
http://www.www.patriotledger/news/x2122716179
http://tinyurl.com/ledger-coverage
http://ledgerspecialsections.wickedlocal.com/SS/Page.aspx?ptype=SS_TILE&secid=88091&pagenum=1&facing=false
http://tinyurl.com/ledger-findtownnews
http://www.wickedlocal.com/hull
http://www.wickedlocal.com/milton
http://www.wickedlocal.com/quincy
http://www.boatma.com/tides/
http://www.patriotledger.com/sports/high_school
http://www.patriotledger.com/sports/pros
http://www.patriotledger.com/sports/sports_columnists
http://tinyurl.com/2vzpl6
http://www.patriotledger.com/sports/x1014098756/Boston-sports-video
http://ledger.profootball.upickem.net/profootball/registration/login.asp
http://ledger.profootball.upickem.net/profootball/registration/login.asp
http://www.southofboston.net/specialreports/womynzone/pages/index.asp
http://www.patriotledger.com/lifestyle/celebrations
http://www.patriotledger.com/lifestyle/health_and_beauty
http://www.patriotledger.com/entertainment/movies
http://www.patriotledger.com/entertainment/dining
http://www.patriotledger.com/weekend
http://www.patriotledger.com/contact
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/privacy
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://elocallisting.com/
http://elocalprofiles.com/
http://www.cherrp.com/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/?viewmap=true
http://www.patriotledger.com/findyourtown

	patriotledger.com
	'Freshmen' reps start work today - Quincy, MA - The Patriot Ledger


	RhcnQtd29yay10b2RheT9pbWc9NQA=: 
	site_search: 
	q: 
	submit: 


	RhcnQtd29yay10b2RheT9pbWc9NQA=: 
	button0: 
	button1: 

	RhcnQtd29yay10b2RheT9pbWc9NQA=: 
	form3: 
	input2: 
	input2_(1): 
	input2_(1)_(2): 


	RhcnQtd29yay10b2RheT9pbWc9NQA=: 
	form5: 
	input2: 
	input2_(1): 
	input2_(1)_(2): 
	input0: Off
	input0_(1): Off
	input2_(1)_(2)_(3): 




