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House OK’s Chapter 90 Funds To Be Released for Local Whitman Road Projects

BOSTON—Representative Geoff Diehl today announced the Town of Whitman has moved one step closer to being awarded money through the state’s Chapter 90 state transportation funding.  Whitman will be receiving approximately $326,746 to be used for local road projects for the 2012 Fiscal Year. 

The money allocated to the Town of Whitman is expected to create construction jobs, improve transportation and public safety all while encouraging long-term economic development across the Commonwealth. 

“Based on this year’s harsh winter conditions and wear and tear from plowing, having the funds in place to maintain and improve our roads is critical to supporting the needs of Whitman’s residents as they commute to work, meet family obligations or just go down to the store to get groceries or a prescription,” said Representative Diehl.

The Chapter 90 funds, provided to rebuild and repair local roads and bridges, came from a pool of $200 million to be used over the course of Fiscal Year 2012. This single year sum is an increase of $45 million from the previous three years. 

Created by the Legislature in 1973, the Chapter 90 program provides reimbursement to municipalities for road and bridge expenditures through the issuance of bonds.  Funds may also be used for engineering services related to highway transportation enhancement, as well as the purchase of road building machinery and equipment.

Funding for Chapter 90 is allocated using a longstanding formula based upon community road miles, population numbers which will be updated to reflect the 2010 Census and employment. 
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